
 

MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

AUGUST 14, 2006/7:00 P.M. 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Menahga City Council was held in the Council Chambers on 

Monday, August 14, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tom 

Larson.   

 

Members present; Kim Rasmussen, Norman Hillukka, Loren Tolkkinen, and Julia 

Kicker. 

 

An agenda change was noted to remove Jerry Klemz from the agenda and add Nick 

Pattson. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 

MEETINGS. HILLUKKA SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Mark Hepokoski, Menahga C & C, thanked the City of Menahga and all departments for 

their help and assistance during the Menahga Mid-Summer Celebration.  

 

Mike Mattson, Insurance Agent, presented the new quote for the city liability insurance.  

Mattson noted that the premium is within $100 of last years quote and the city has added 

the cemetery liability and bonding to the policy. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO ACCEPT THE LMC INSURANCE QUOTE AND 

AUTHORIZE PAYMENT FOR THE POLICY.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL 

MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE A PARCEL SPLIT OF RECORD FOR 

THE SCHULTZ/RYHTI LAND TRANSACTION.  HILLUKKA SECONDED.  

ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Nick Pattson questioned the council as to why the police did not press charges against 

someone who he felt violated his civil rights.  Pattson was informed all police reports 

went to the county attorney and he decided there were no charges to be filed.  Pattson was 

informed the police department did their job. 

 

Gary Ryhti, Police Chief, reported the calls for the month of July; 3 Theft, 4 animal 

complaints, 1 damage to property, 7 NSF Checks, 14 traffic citations.   

 

Tom Gerszewski, Liquor Store Manager, reported the liquor store is doing well at this 

time with a good bottom line. 

 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO APPROVE THE TARRING OF THE  TWO ½ ALLEYS 

WITH THE EXCESS TIF FUNDS BEING USED TO IMPROVE THE 



DEVELOPMENT AREA FROM TIF DISTRICT 1-4.  RASMUSSEN SECONDED.  

ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

  

Clerk/Treas/Adm, Teri Osterman, asked the council to place the cemetery under a 

committee for direction.  The council by consensus placed the cemetery under the park 

committee.  It was also noted that two new grills have been purchased and installed at the 

park. 

 

Clair Erickson, Nursing Home Administrator, reported that the census for the month was 

down by 8 beds and the board has voted to de-license six beds.  A special budget meeting 

was scheduled for August 22, 2006.  Erickson also informed the council on the need to 

write off $634.74.  Erickson asked the council to look at a plan to pay out employees for 

unused sick leave.  Council suggested that a committee of two council members and two 

nursing board members, Clair and Teri meet to discuss options for a sick leave pay out.  

A meeting was scheduled for Thursday August 17, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. at the nursing 

home. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND THE FINANCIALS 

OF THE NURSING HOME BOARD.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO DISCONNECT UTILITY SERVICES TO TWO 

UTILITY BILLING CUSTOMERS WHO HAD NOT MADE ARRANGEMENTS 

TO MAKE PAYMENTS ON THEIR UTILITY BILLS.  TOLKKINEN 

SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION  814-06 SETTING 

ELECTION JUDGES FOR THE 2006 PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS.  

HILLUKKA SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO REPLACE THE TILE AND CARPET IN THE FRONT 

½ OF THE CITY HALL BUILDING.  RASMUSSEN SECONDED.  ALL 

MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Council by consensus authorized the city to send a letter to the MN DOT requesting the 

moving of the speed limit signs on the North side of town on Hwy  71. 

 

Jensine Kurtti, Menahga Moves Forward Committee, questioned the council on several 

concerns she has regarding building permits, who has them, and what zoning is being 

adhered to.  Kurtti also informed the council her committee is looking at applying to the 

Initiative Foundation for grants and are in need very little support from the city.  Kurtti 

told the council their committee is meeting on August 22, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. to review the 

survey they had sent out. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILLS FOR PAYMENT AS 

PRESENTED.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 



There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 

9:13 p.m. 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

City Clerk/Treas/Adm.    Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

JOINT NURSING HOME BOARD 

AUGUST 22, 2006/4:00 P.M. 

 

The special meeting of the Menahga City Council was held in the nursing home 

conference room on Tuesday, August 22, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 4:00 

p.m. by Mayor Tom Larson.   

 

Members present; Kim Rasmussen, Norman Hillukka, Loren Tolkkinen, and Julia 

Kicker. 

Nursing Home Board Members present; Steve Bruer, Jerry LaPitz, and Carolyn Pulju. 

 

Clair Erickson presented his budget numbers for the upcoming year.  Clair informed the 

council he has put a 3% straight across the board increase for employees in this budget. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE PRESENTED BUDGET FOR THE 

NURSING HOME FOR THE 2007 YEAR AND A 3% ON CURRENT WAGES 

RAISE FOR ALL NURSING HOME EMPLOYEES.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT 

AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

There being no further business to come before the board the meeting was adjourned at 

4:45 p.m. 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

City Clerk/Treas/Adm.    Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 


