
 

MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 16, 2006/7:00 P.M. 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Menahga City Council was held in the Council Chambers on 

Monday, October 16, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tom 

Larson.   

 

Members present: Kim Rasmussen, Norman Hillukka, Loren Tolkkinen, and Julia 

Kicker. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 

MEETINGS. TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Chris Thorson, Ulteig Engineers, discussed the Wastewater Treatment Facility Expansion 

with the Council.  The present system is at capacity and an expansion is needed.  The 

estimated cost of the facility will be $1.4 to $1.45 million. 

 

A date of November 13, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. was set for the final assessment hearing on the 

MDC 6
th

, Fern/Cedar Avenues, and the Marsh Creek Addition projects.  A date of 

November 8, 2006, at 10:00 a.m. was set to canvass the election results. 

 

Semi tractors in Odland’s Addition were discussed with the Council and the Engineer.  It 

was decided that truck tractors could be in Odland’s Addition after freeze up until road 

restrictions go on.  The remainder of the year, tractors will not be permitted in the 

Odland’s Addition.  Trailers are not allowed at all. 

 

Wilfred Samuelson, resident of Willow Avenue, asked the Council to gravel his street.  

Ron Neisess, Street Department, informed the Council he has had it scheduled three 

times and it has now been rescheduled for Wednesday the 18
th

 of October  at a cost of 

$1600. 

 

Gary Ryhti, Police Chief, reported the calls for the month of September: 1 felony DUI 4
th

 

degree, 1 assault, 4 NSF Checks, 3 animal complaints, and 8 traffic citations.  Ryhti also 

presented information to the Council for review for Administrative Tickets for traffic 

citations and City Ordinances. 

 

Dave Kicker, Fire Chief, reported the department has been updating NIMS training and 

will be entering into new updated Mutual Agreements with Wolf Lake, Park Rapids, 

Sebeka, and the DNR.  Kicker also requested Council approval for two new firemen: 

Martin Penner and Alden Yliniemi. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO APPROVE THE ADDITION AND HIRING OF 

MARTIN PENNER AND ALDEN YLINIEMI AS NEW FIREMEN.  TOLKKINEN 

SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 



Ron Neisess, Parks Department, reported that the Park will be closed as of tomorrow 

October 17, 2006. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING DATE TO VACATE THE 

NORTH ½ OF LILAC ALLEY (A.K.A. LILAC AVENUE) AS NOVEMBER 13, 

2006, AT 6:00 P.M.  RASMUSSEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO SIGN RESOLUTION NUMBER 1016-2006 

TRANSFERING THE ADMINISTRATION AND OWNERSHIP OF ALL 

CEMETERY DOCUMENTS OF THE MENAHGA CEMETERY FROM THE 

MENAHGA CEMETERY ASSOCIATION TO THE CITY OF MENAHGA.  

HILLUKKA SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

KICKER MOVED TO HAVE THE CITY OF MENAHGA ACCEPT 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE CEMETERY FROM THE MENAHGA 

CEMETERY ASSOCIATION.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS 

AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Clair Erickson, Nursing Home Administration, asked the council to hear the carpet bids 

at the November 8, 2006 Special Meeting of the Council.  Erickson estimated the cost of 

carpet for Woodside Manor to be approximately $20,000 to $22,000. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE NURSING HOME MINUTES WITH 

THE CORRECTION OF DONNA ANDERSON BEING ABSENT (AS SHE WAS 

PRESENT) AND TO REMOVE THE BUDGET APPROVAL AS IT HAD 

ALREADY BEEN APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL AT AN EARLIER DATE.  

THIS APPROVAL ALSO GIVES ALL NURSING HOME EMPLOYEES THE 3% 

PAY RAISE COUNCIL HAD APPROVED AT AN EARLIER DATE.   

HILLUKKA SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE A ONE DAY SPECIAL PERMIT FOR 

THE MUNICIPAL LIQUOR STORE FOR NOVEMBER 5, 2006 FROM NOON 

UNTIL 6:00 P.M. OR UNTIL THE GAME IS OVER.  KICKER SECONDED.  

MEMBERS AYES: LARSON, RASMUSSEN, HILLUKKA, KICKER.  NAYES:  

TOLKKINEN.  MOTION CARRIED. 

  

Clair Erickson, Nursing Home Administrator, discussed the confusion of his budget with 

the council. A special budget meeting was held on August 22, 2006, in which the council 

approved Erickson’s budget and approved a 3% pay raise for the employees based upon 

his predictions.  Erickson told the council his is not comfortable in giving a 3% pay raise 

at this time.  Rasmussen informed Erickson the Ordinance says the budget will be 

brought to the council in August.  It was noted that the budget and raises have already 

been approved by the council. 

  

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO SUSPEND THE 3% PAY RAISE FOR EMPLOYEES 

UNTIL RATES COME IN FROM THE STATE AND REVISIT THE PAY RAISE 

AT THAT TIME WITH THE RAISES BEING EFFECTIVE FROM A DATE OF 



OCTOBER 1, 2006.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Budget Committee meeting dates were set as follows:   

 Police -  October 18, at 8:00 a.m. 

 Water/Sewer -  October 23, at 8:00 a.m. 

 Street – October 24, 8:00 a.m. 

 Park/Beach/Cemetery – October 24, 9:00 a.m. 

 Liquor – October 24, 10:00 a.m. 

 Admin – October 24, 11:00 a.m. 

 Nursing Home/Admin. – October 24, 1:30 p.m. 

 Fire – October 27, 4:30 p.m. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO APPROVE THE BILLS FOR PAYMENT AS 

PRESENTED.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 

9:29 p.m. 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

City Clerk/Treas/Adm.    Mayor 

 


