
MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

APRIL 10, 2006/7:00 P.M. 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Menahga City Council was held in the Council Chambers on 

Monday, April 10, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tom 

Larson.   

 

Members present; Kim Rasmussen, Norman Hillukka, Loren Tolkkinen and Julia Kicker. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 

MEETING. HILLUKKA SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE A PARCEL SPLIT FOR GEORGE BASO 

WHICH ALLOWED HIM TO SELL A 150’ X 1200’ PARCEL TO THE 

NEIGHBORING PROPERTY OWNER.  HILLUKKA SECONDED.  ALL AYES, 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Kari Tomperi, Wadena Water and Soil, discussed the retention pond, walkway, bridge, 

and the Spirit Lake Associations desire to do citizens monitoring E.Coli Bacteria.  

Council suggested that the Park and Beach Committee meet and discuss Tomperi’s 

proposals before council takes any action. 

 

Amy Massie and Teresa Ahart asked the council to approve a Revolving Loan Fund 

Application for $7,000 to update the interior of their hair salon Scissor Sisters. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO APPROVE A LOAN FOR THE SCISSOR SISTERS IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $7,000 AT 6% INTEREST FOR FIVE YEARS.  TOLKKINEN 

SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Jason Hofer, Police Department, reported the calls for the month of; 1 assault, 1 forgery, 

5 misdemeanors domestics, 1 disorderly conduct, 1 DUI, 6 NSF checks, 3 animal 

complaints, 1 fraud, 1 obstruction of justice, 1 damage to property and 10 traffic citations. 

 

TOLKKINEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF THE POLICE 

FORFEITED VEHICLE BY THE STREET DEPARTMENT FOR THE AMOUNT 

OF $6,571.86.  RASMUSSEN SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Discussion was held on the need to put a program in place to enforce the ordinances on 

dogs and the purchase of dog license. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE POLICE 

COMMITTEE WHICH INCLUDED THE SALE OF THE FORFEITED 

VEHICLE.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 



Tom Gerszewski, Liquor Store Manager, reported he has an employee meeting scheduled 

for Thursday, April 13, 2006. 

 

Ron Neisess, Street Department, briefed the council on the street committee meeting and 

the need to address 11
th

 Street S.E. and crack sealing. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO APPROVE THE STREET COMMITTEE MINUTES 

WHICH GIVE THE STREET DEPARTMENT AUTHORITY TO WORK WITH 

THE ENGINEERS ON 11
TH

 STREET AND RESEARCH THE COST FOR A 1
ST

 

STREET N.W. OVERLAY.  RAMUSSEN SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Clair Erickson, reported the need to write off $3,793.60 of bad debt.  Erickson also asked 

the council to search for a new city resident board member as they have an open position 

on the board. 

 

KICKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE NURSING HOME BOARD MINUTES 

AND THE FINANCIALS.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

Scheduled meetings were noted as; May 1, 2006 9:00 am. Board of Review, April 24, 

2006 two public hearings for Jobz and Rezoning with a special council meeting to follow. 

 

KICKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE CCY DONATION FOR THE 2006 YEAR 

WITH THE FUNDS TO COME FROM THE SALE OF THE FORFEITED 

VEHICLE.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO ADVERTISE FOR 

LIFEGARDS FOR THE 2006 SEASON.  HILLUKKA SECONDED.  ALL AYES, 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

HILLUKKA MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO COLLECT THE 

DONATION FROM THE LIONS, VFW, ETC. AND DISBURSE THEM TO 

JULIA KICKER FOR THE HOOKED ON FISHING EVENT.  TOLKKINEN 

SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Council tabled the Wadena-Ottertail Community Action request until further information 

was obtained. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO RETURN THE 

OVERPAYMENT OF ASSESSMENTS TO THE COUNTY FOR THE 

HILLUKKA PROPERTY.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 



RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF BILLS FOR THE 

CITY AND THE LIQUOR STORE AS PRESENTED.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  

ALL AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

KICKER MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING 

COMMISSION COMMITTEE WHICH INCLUDED A REQUEST TO SET UP 

JOBZ FOR NORTHLAND TRUCKING AND THE REZONING OF THE R-S 

DISTRICT BOARDERING 11
TH

 STREET AND INCLUDING NORTHLAND 

TRUCKING AND THE SEWER PONDS.  RASMUSSEN SECONDED.  ALL 

AYES, MOTION CARRIED. 

 

There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

City Clerk/Treas/Adm.    Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING 

APRIL 24, 2006/6:30 P.M. 

 

 

The Public Hearing for the rezoning of the R-2 district located along 11
th

 Street S.E.  was 

held in the Council Chambers on Monday, April 24, 2006.  The meeting was called to 

order at 6:30 p.m. by Mayor Tom Larson.   

 

Members present; Kim Rasmussen, Loren Tolkkinen and Julia Kicker. 

 

PURPOSE: Rezone R-2 and Agricultural District in S.E. Corner of the City 

 

The public was briefed on the proposed rezoning and given a chance for public comment 

and input.   

 

Roy Mullen questioned the effect the rezoning would have on his property.  Mullen was 

informed that his property would be grandfathered in as homestead and would remain 

homestead as long as the existing house was still standing.  Mullen also discussed any 

changes that would take effect on taxes.   

 

Several questions were fielded by the council concerning why the district was set up the 

way it was and if it had been addressed in the past. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:00 p.m. 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

City Clerk/Treas/Adm.    Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING 

APRIL 24, 2006/7:00 P.M. 

 

 

The Public Hearing for Sub-zone and Subsidy Agreement for Northland Trucking was 

held in the Council Chambers on Monday, April 24, 2006.  The meeting was called to 

order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Tom Larson.   

 

Members present; Kim Rasmussen, Loren Tolkkinen and Julia Kicker. 

 

PURPOSE: Address the Sub-zone District and Subsidy Agreement for Northland 

Trucking. 

 

Discussion was held on the trading of land in the Sub-zone District that had been 

established for the JOBZ zone.  Discussion was also held on the city entering into a 

Subsidy Agreement with Northland Trucking.  Northland Trucking would be agreeing to 

create 12 new jobs in the next two years in the city of Menahga. 

Several questions were asked of Russell Skoog, representing Northland Trucking, on job 

creation, size of business, location, and benefit to the community. 

 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:30 p.m. 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

City Clerk/Treas/Adm.    Mayor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 

APRIL 24, 2006/7:30 P.M. 

 

 

The special meeting of the Menahga City Council was held in the Council Chambers on 

Monday, April 24, 2006.  The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mayor Tom 

Larson.   

 

Members present; Kim Rasmussen, Loren Tolkkinen and Julia Kicker. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #0424-06 WHICH 

ALLOWS FOR THE TRANSFER OF 10 ACRES FROM THE SUBZONE FOR 

JOBZ AND PLACE THE 10 ACRES OF NORTHLAND TRUCKING INTO THE 

SUBZONE.  TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERES PRESENT AYES, 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

TOLKKINEN MOVED TO APPROVE THE REZONING OF THE R-2 AND AR 

ZONES IN THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE CITY BOARDERING 11
TH

 

STREET S.E. AND INCLUDING THE NORTHLAND TRUCKING LAND 

PARCEL AND THE CITY SEWER POND TO INDUSTRIAL.  THIS WOULD 

GRANDFATHER IN THE TWO PARCELS WHICH HAVE HOUSE ON 

CURRENTLY.  KICKER SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT AYES, 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO ENTER INTO A 

BUSINESS SUBSIDY AGREEMENT WITH NORTHLAND TRUCKING.  

TOLKKINEN SECONDED.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT AYES, MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

RASMUSSEN MOVED TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF JANE LUSTI 

EFFECTIVE APRIL 21, 2006 AND AUTHORIZE THE CITY TO ADVERTISE 

FOR THE DEPUTY CLERK POSITION.  ALL MEMBERS PRESENT AYES, 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

Julia Kicker requested the city to consider donating funds to the Hooked on Fishing 

program.  The council tabled the request until the May meeting so Julia could let them 

know where the program stood financially. 

 

There being no further business to come before the council, the meeting was adjourned at 

8:00 p.m. 

 

________________________________        ________________________________ 

City Clerk/Treas/Adm.    Mayor 

 

 

 


