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City of Menahga 
Regular City Council Minutes 

Monday, November 13, 2017 
 

A. Call to Order 
 
The Menahga City Council held a regular meeting on Monday, November 13, 2017. Mayor Foss 
called the meeting to order at 7 pm.  

 
B. Roll Call 

 
Comprising a quorum of the council, the following members were present: 

 
Tim Ellingson   Dennis Komulainen  Craig Lawrey 
Maxine McNeece    Patrick Foss 
 

C. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

D. Approval of Agenda 
 
1. Approval of consent agenda 

a. Action Memorandum 17-056: Authorize Renewal of Liquor License ID #1-0217 for 
Orton’s Menahga BP 

b. Action Memorandum 17-057: Authorize the Hire of Sean Petersen as a Firefighter  
2. Approval of minutes 

a. June 19, 2017, Special Meeting Minutes 
b. June 26, 2017, 1 pm Special Meeting Minutes 
c. June 26, 2017, 3 pm Special Meeting Minutes 
d. October 10, 2017, Regular Meeting Minutes 
e. October 19, 2017, Special Meeting Minutes 

 
Main Motion: To approve the agenda, consent agenda and minutes 

Moved by: Lawrey 
Seconded by: Ellingson 

Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, McNeece, Lawrey 

Opposed: None 
 

E. Communication and Appearance Requests 
 

F. Public Input 
 
G. Reports by Departments  
 

1. Greenwood Connections Administrator – Laura Ahlf 
• Provided an update of the building project; 
• Highlighted the financial statements;  
• Announced the census as 64; 
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• Expanded on health insurance premiums and announced the switch to another public 
employee program; 

• Spoke of the Employee Retention Performance Incentive Pay Program; 
• Stated she was working on the 2018 budget; 
• Commented on the use of Paid Time Off (PTO), the accrual rate and budget amount; 

and 
• Referred to the 2017 budget actuals.  

 
Main Motion: To approve the minutes and financials and the Employee 
Retention Performance Incentive Pay Program 

Moved by: McNeece 
Seconded by: Lawrey 

Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, McNeece, Lawrey 

Opposed: None 
 

2. City Administrator – Janette Bower 
• Reminded the council of the November 16, 2017, special/work session meeting; 
• Provided an update regarding the Menahga projects on the PFA funding list and stated 

the only project was the water tower; 
• Spoke of updates to the Personnel Policy; 
• Referred to the council boxes now located in the council chambers;  
• Announced the new council table would arrive December 4, 2017; 
• Commented on the Auditor RFP; 
• Stated the cemetery project would be before the council at a later date because the 

City was continuing to pursue other available engineers; and 
• Referred to the Santa Day & Christmas Tree Lighting postcards.  

 
H. Notices and Communications 
 
I. Public Hearings 
 
J. Unfinished Business 
 
K. New Business 
 
Item 1 – Resolution No. 2017-021: Issuing a Variance from the Language in the Shoreland 
District to Jensine Kurtti for Property Located at 217 Aspen Avenue Southwest Menahga, 
Minnesota 
 

Main Motion: To adopt Resolution No. 2017-021 
Moved by: Ellingson 

Seconded by: Komulainen 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, McNeece, Lawrey 
Opposed: None 
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Item 2 – Action Memorandum 17-058: Authorize the Installation of a Frisbee Disc Golf Course 
at the Menahga Memorial Forest Park and Campground 
 

Main Motion: To authorize Action Memorandum 17-058 
Moved by: McNeece 

Seconded by: Lawrey 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, McNeece, Lawrey 
Opposed: None 

 
Item 2 – City Investments 
 
City Administrator Bower: 

• Provided an update regarding the interest rates; 
• Referred to the previously approved motion to use Ehlers; and 
• Spoke of frequency in which the investments were reviewed.  

 
Mayor Foss: 

• Voiced his opinion the council continue to pursue Ehlers as previously authorized; and 
• Stated the City should ask the local banks and investors for proposals for every few years. 

 
Vice Mayor Lawrey: 

• Inquired of how often the investments were reviewed.  
 
Council Member Ellingson: 

• Concurred with Mayor Foss.  
 
Item 4 – 2018 City of Menahga Budget 
 
City Administrator Bower: 

• Explained the spreadsheet before the council regarding the elimination of WCEDA funding.  
 
Mayor Foss: 

• Voiced his opinion to leave the particular item in the budget; 
• Commented on WCEDA support in economic development; 
• Stated WCEDA helped Clean Plate locate in Menahga; 
• Reiterated the purpose of the program is the support of businesses in Menahga and 

Wadena County; 
• Voiced agreement with Council Member McNeece regarding the need for results; and 
• Stated he did not want to eliminate the funding completely until the WCEDA Board met 

to discuss the WCEDA status.  
 
Council Member McNeece: 

• Inquired of the one specific item that WCEDA had done for Menahga; and 
• Stated she could not vote for something that does not show a result.  
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L. Consideration of Bills 
 

Main Motion: To approve payment of the bills   
Moved by:  Lawrey 

Seconded by: Komulainen 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, McNeece, Lawrey 
Opposed: None 

 
M. Meeting Adjourned 
 

Main Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 8:11 pm 
Moved by: Ellingson  

Seconded by: Lawrey 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, McNeece, Lawrey 
Opposed: None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________      _______________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, Administrator            Patrick Foss, Mayor 
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