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City of Menahga 
Regular City Council Minutes 

Monday, April 9, 2018 
 

A. Call to Order 
 
The Menahga City Council held a regular meeting on Monday, April 9, 2018. Mayor Foss called 
the meeting to order at 7 pm.  

 
B. Roll Call 
 
Comprising a quorum of the council, the following members were present: 

 
Tim Ellingson   Dennis Komulainen   Craig Lawrey   
Maxine McNeece   Patrick Foss 

 
The following items were removed from the agenda: 

• September 28, 2017, Special Meeting Minutes 
• Communication and Appearance Request by Luanne Mostrom 
• Closed Meeting for Preliminary Consideration of Allegations Against an Individual Subject 

to Council Authority 
 

C. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
D. Approval of Agenda 

1. Approval of consent agenda 
a. Action Memorandum 18-018: Accept and Appropriate Donations in the Amounts of 

$100 from A Clean Plate and $250 from Greener Tomorrows and a Grant in the Amount 
of $4,348 from Five Wings Arts Council for the Sounds of Spirit Lake 

b. Action Memorandum 18-022: Authorize the City’s Participation in the SecondWave Cell 
Phone Recycling Program 

c. Action Memorandum 18-025: Authorize a Three-Year Contract with West Central 
Telephone Association for Additional Cameras at Northbound Spirits   

2. Approval of minutes 
a. March 12, 2018, Special Meeting Minutes 
b. March 12, 2018, Regular Meeting Minutes 
c. March 26, 2018, Special Meeting Minutes 

 
Main Motion: To approve the agenda, consent agenda and minutes 

Moved by: Lawrey 
Seconded by: Komulainen 

Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 

Opposed: None 
 

E. Communication and Appearance Requests 
1. Rick Pinnick, C&C Mid-Summer Gaming Permit 

• Spoke of the upcoming Mid-Summer event; and 
• Requested approval for the gaming permit. 
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Main Motion: To approve the C&C’s Mid-Summer gaming permit 

Moved by: McNeece 
Seconded by: Lawrey 

Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 

Opposed: None 
 

F. Public Input 
 

G. Reports by Departments  
1. Greenwood Connections Administrator – Laura Ahlf 

• Was in attendance at a community event; 
• Council Member Lawrey expanded on the meeting; 

o Referred to the bobcat approved by the Nursing Home Board.  
 
Main Motion: To approve the minutes and financials 

Moved by: Ellingson 
Seconded by: Komulainen 

Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 

Opposed: None 
 

2. City Administrator – Janette Bower 
• Referred to her written report;  
• Spoke of the salt sand and grinder projects; and 
• Answered questions regarding the Liquor Store project.  

 
H. Notices and Communications 

1. 2019 Property Tax Assessment Review Notice 
 
I. Public Hearings 
 
J. Unfinished Business 
 
K. New Business 
 
Item 1 – Action Memorandum 18-019: Authorize the Hire of Jacob Kicker as a Volunteer 
Firefighter 
 

Main Motion: To authorize Action Memorandum 18-019 
Moved by: McNeece 

Seconded by: Lawrey 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 
Opposed: None 
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Item 2 – Action Memorandum 18-020: Authorize the Hire of Ralph Cox for the Seasonal Mower 
and Maintenance Positon 
 

Main Motion: To authorize Action Memorandum 18-020 
Moved by: Lawrey 

Seconded by: Ellingson 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 
Opposed: None 

 
Item 3 – Action Memorandum 18-021: Authorize the Hire of Rodney Rychner as a Part-time 
Police Officer 
 

Main Motion: To authorize Action Memorandum 18-021 
Moved by: Ellingson 

Seconded by: Lawrey 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 
Opposed: None 

 
Item 4 – Action Memorandum 18-023: Authorize the Road Use Agreement with Enbridge Energy 
 

Main Motion: To authorize Action Memorandum 18-023 
Moved by: Ellingson 

Seconded by: Komulainen 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 
Opposed: None 

 
Mayor Foss: 

• Referred to the photo included in the packet; and  
• Spoke of the haul road route.  

 
Council Member Ellingson: 

• Suggested before and after photographs be taken of the haul road route.  
 
Item 5 – Action Memorandum 18-024: Authorize the Purchase of a 2018 Dodge Ram 4x4 in the 
Amount of $39,252 from Mike’s Motors 
 
The council consented to postpone the Action Memorandum to receive additional information 
regarding the chassis, crane and overall use of the vehicle.  
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Item 6 – Action Memorandum 18-026: Accept the Reimbursement Check Issued to the City of 
Menahga by Nelson Auto Center 
 

Main Motion: To authorize Action Memorandum 18-026 
Moved by: Ellingson 

Seconded by: Komulainen 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 
Opposed: None 

 
L. Consideration of Bills 
 

Main Motion: To approve payment of the bills   
Moved by:  Lawrey 

Seconded by:  Komulainen 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 
Opposed: None 

 
M. Closed Meeting 

1. Closed Meeting to Evaluate the Performance of City Administrator Janette Bower 
 
The council moved into the closed session at 8:06 pm. The council exited the closed 
session at 8:49 pm.  

 
Main Motion: To approve Ms. Bower’s step increase from 9, 13 to 9, 14  

Moved by: Lawrey 
Seconded by:  McNeece 

Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 

Opposed: None 
 
N. Meeting Adjourned 
 

Main Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 8:51 pm 
Moved by: Ellingson 

Seconded by: Komulainen 
Action: Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

In favor: Foss, Ellingson, Komulainen, Lawrey, McNeece 
Opposed: None 

 
 
 
 
 
________________________________      _______________________________ 
Janette M. Bower, Administrator            Patrick Foss, Mayor 
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