
MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING 

Monday, July 9, 2018 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Menahga City Council was held in the Council 

Chambers on Monday, July 9, 2018.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

by Mayor Pat Foss. 

 

Present:  Mayor Pat Foss, Council Members Craig Lawrey, Maxine McNeece,  

Tim Ellingson and Larry Karjala. 

 

Staff present: Interim City Administrator Char West. 

 

Guests Present: First National Insurance Agent Mike Mattson. 

 

Approval of Agenda 

      Approval of consent agenda 

 a.Accept and appropriate donations in the amount of $120.00 from  

  Dave & Laura Hillukka for the Sounds of Spirit Lake Program. 

             b.Accept and appropriate donations in the amount of $4,800.00  

 from the Menahga C&C for the Frisbee Golf Project. 

 c.Accept and appropriate donations in the amount of $500.00 from   

 Gateway Lions Club for Sounds of Spirit Lake Program. 

 d.Accept and appropriate donations in the amount of $1,500.00 from  

 Menahga C&C for Sounds of Spirit Lake Program. 

 

Motion by McNeece, seconded by Karjala, to approve Consent Agenda items 

as presented, all in favor, motion carried. 

 

 Approval of minutes 

a.June 11, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes-4:30 p.m. 

b.June 11, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes-6:00 p.m. 

c.June 11, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes  

d.June 18, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes 

e.July 2, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion by Ellingson, seconded by Lawrey, to approve consent agenda 

minutes, as presented, all in favor, motion carried. 
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Communications and Appearance Requests: 

 

Mike Mattson, First National Insurance Agent, reviewed the 2018 LMCIT 

Workers Compensation policy and reported that the premium had reduced 

approximately $21,000 from the previous year due to a drop in the City’s 

experience rating.  Mr. Mattson also reviewed the 2018 LMCIT insurance policy 

and reported that the premium had increased $4,515 due to the increase in 

replacement cost.  He also reported on various additional coverage options the 

Council could consider. 

 

Motion by McNeece, seconded by Ellingson, to approve the 2018 LMCIT 

Workers Compensation policy and premium of $32,292.00 and the 2018 

LMCIT City Insurance policy and premium of $60,315.00 with the addition of 

coverage for the St. Urho statue for an additional premium of $232.00, all in 

favor, motion carried. 

 

Motion by McNeece, seconded by Ellingson, to pursue an “inventory of 

property in the open” for the purpose of considering the inclusion of such to 

the City’s insurance policy, all in favor, motion carried. 

 

Public Input:  None 

 

Reports by Departments:  

 

Greenwood Connections Administrator Laura Ahlf : As Administrator Ahlf was 

not available, Council Member McNeece reviewed the July 3, 2018 Greenwood 

Connections Board Meeting Minutes and recommendations; approval of June 5, 

2018 Board minutes, payment of the June 2018 bills, May 2018 financial report, 

accepted June employee hire/termination/separated report, Open House/Grand 

Opening of new Transitional Care Unit-date end of August or early September, 

building project update, approve nurse call system, resignation of Board Member 

McNeece. 

 

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Karjala, to approve the Greenwood 

Connections July 3, 2018 Board meeting minutes, as presented, all in favor, 

motion carried. 

 

Motion by McNeece, seconded by Karjala, to approve the Greenwood 

Connections Financials, all in favor, motion carried. 
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Char West, Interim City Administrator reviewed the Administrator’s Report:  

Liquor Store Site Survey Site Survey RFP’s received; 

 Compass  $3,200.00 with 2.5 weeks to complete 

 Meadowland $4,100.00 with a range of 3 to 5 weeks to complete 

 Lindow  $3,840 fee with completion in 4 weeks 

 

BHH Architects Tony Stoll reported all submitters were very qualified and did good 

work.  He would recommend, based on fees and schedule accepting the low bid 

submitted by Compass Surveying. 

 

Memorial Park Signage: The City had received the new Park signs that were 

approved during the May 8, 2018 Special Council Meeting.  The product information 

stated “some assembly required” but when delivered it reflected that “complete 

assembly required” was the case.  Request Council consideration to return the 

ordered signs to Information Centers for a refund and if the Council would want new 

signs, staff could inquire as to whether the School shop class could construct them 

as a project.  

 

Central MN Housing Partnership: CMHP (Central MN Housing Partnership) 

Contract for Administrative Services for the Small Cities Development Program 

grant (SCDP).  The contract was received in the mail that day.  Recommendation to 

add to 7/13/18 Special Meeting agenda so sufficient time was allowed to review the 

contract prior to approval. 

 

*****Council discussion on returning the signs – Craig find out if returnable; Pat 

still need signage, what paid – what ordered; Maxine school class put together 

versus build. 

 

Council reviewed 7/12/18 Administrator Interview Schedule: West reported that 

applicant Marty Ahlf was unable to attend the 7/12/18 interviews and requested a 

rescheduling for 7/13/18. 

 

Council recommendation to recess the 7/12/18 Special Meeting until 7/13/18 at 

8:00 a.m. to hold an interview with Marty Ahlf. 

 

Notices and Communications:   

 

The Council reviewed the: 
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The State Demographic Center 2017 Population and Household Estimates 

which reflected a population estimate of 1,341 and household estimate of 599. 

The MN Employment and Economic Development 2018 MN Small Cities 

Development Program Grant Award of $236,700 letter. 

           The Initiative Foundation Thriving Communities Grant Application 

submitted by the Katie Bobich, The Economic Alliance Economic Developer on 

behalf of the City of Menahga. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

   Council reviewed the revised Menahga C&C Frisbee Golf Update and Re-

Designed Course Map.  Questioned who would maintain and promote the Frisbee 

Golf Course; suggestion to discuss at BR&E next meeting. 

 

Motion by McNeece, seconded by Lawrey, to approve the 2017 Financial 

Audit as presented, all in favor, motion carried. 

 

Administrator West reported that she and Public Works Director Thelin had met 

with Trinity June regarding his request for an approach off of 1st St. NE to his 

project.  She reviewed a handout of their recommendation to Replace 1,800 square 

feet of mainly impervious surface with pervious sod.  Sod would absorb water run-

off from parking lot and most of approach as well as from east end of block thus 

reducing amount of water draining into storm sewer. 

 

Motion by Ellingson, seconded by McNeece, to approve a 20’ approach to the 

North Country Motorsports property abutting 1st St. NE and to sod 

approximately 1,800 square feet of the road right-or-way ditch to replace the 

mainly impervious surface, all in favor, motion carried. 

 

New Business: 

 

MN Association of Small Cities 2018-2019 Membership Form – No action taken. 

 

Motion by Karjala, seconded by Ellingson, to approve the quote of $3,200 

with 2.5 weeks to complete the work, submitted by Compass Engineering for 

the Liquor Store site survey, all in favor, motion carried. 
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Action on The Economic Alliance (WCEDA) 2018 Sponsorship fee of 

$10,000.00. 

 

Council discussed requesting Katie Bobich to attend the August 13, 2018 Council 

Meeting for the purpose of presenting the presentation on what The Economic 

Alliance was about, its accomplishments and goals for the future. 

 

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Karjala, to approve the appointment of Craig 

Janssen as an on-call, part-time Bartender at Grade 1, Minimum Step- 

$9.76 per hr., all in favor, motion carried. 

 

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Karjala, to approve the prepayment of bills 

and payment of payables as presented, all in favor, motion carried. 

 

Council Member Maxine McNeece presented a letter or resignation. 

 

Motion by Ellingson, seconded by Karjala, to accept the resignation of 

Council Member Maxine McNeece as of July, 17, 2018, all in favor, motion 

carried. 

 

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Karjala, to adjourn the Regular Council 

Meeting at 8:32 p.m., motion carried. 

 

 

_______________________________         ___________________________ 

Charleen West, Interim City    Patrick Foss, Mayor 

      Administrator 
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