MENAHGA CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
Monday, August 13, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Menahga City Council was held in the Council
Chambers on Monday, August 13, 2018. The meeting was called to order at 7:00
p.m. by Mayor Pat Foss.

City Administrator Ellingson administered the oath of office to Roger Henstorf,
who will complete the term of Maxine McNeece, terminating December 31, 2018.

Present: Mayor Pat Foss, Council Members Craig Lawrey,
Tim Ellingson, Roger Henstorf and Larry Karjala.

Staff present: City Administrator Gina Ellingson, Public Works Director Frank
Thelin and Administrative Assistant Amanda Pachel.

Guests Present: Rick Pinnick, Chamber of Commerce Treasurer, Katie Bobich,
WCEDA Director, Jon Olson, Apex Engineering Group, Michael Novitski, KLM
Engineering.

Approval of Agenda
Approval of consent agenda
a.Accept donation of a log bench swing from the Menahga Public School

Approval of minutes
a.July 9, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes
b.July 12, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes
c.July 13, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes
d.July 23, 2018 Special Meeting Minutes

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Ellingson, to approve Consent Agenda items
and Minutes as presented, all in favor, motion carried.

Communications and Appearance Requests:

Rick Pinnick, Chamber of Commerce Treasurer presented a gambling permit
application for the fishing derby.

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Henstorf, to approve the Gambling Permit,
all in favor, motion carried.
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Katie Bobich, WCEDA Director, presented an overview of the strategic plan,
emphasizing priorities and strategies for implementation. An invoice for
sponsorship for $10,000 was presented at the last meeting. Mayor Foss was in
favor of paying $5,000 and reviewing the subject again at budget time. Discussion
followed regarding not having received much for services in the past. Katie said
that she would provide quarterly updates on what was being done. Council
member Henstorf felt having more frequent reports was needed. Katie said she
could attend meetings every other month and also during budget time.

Motion by Henstorf , seconded by Karjala, to approve a $5,000 contribution
to WCEDA for the remainder of the year, all in favor, motion carried.

Jon Olson, Apex Engineering reviewed the objectives and goals for the cemetery
expansion project. There was discussion regarding the possibility of adding an area
in the veteran’s cemetery for cremains plots or an ossuarium in the future. Council
Member Ellingson stated that in speaking with a local funeral director, his feelings
were there isn’t a great deal of demand in Menahga for cremation services. Mayor
Foss felt that one reason was having less area for cremains, so people are forced to
buy a full burial site. The expansion project cost is estimated to be $125,000
which includes 2300 feet of roads and does not include the ossuarium. The plans
include a 26’ x 26 space for a future ossuarium, but do not include the cost of the
ossuarium. Council Member Ellingson would like to know exact costs of the
ossuarium. City Administrator Ellingson brought up the question of how the
project will be paid for. There is approximately $32,000 in the cemetery perpetual
care fund. According to the City Attorney, perpetual funds cannot be used for
expansion. Staff Member Amanda Pachel said she had learned from the MN
Association of Cemeteries that all of the funds could be used for such a project.
Council Members Ellingson and Henstorf said they would prefer to wait to hear
from the attorney to find out for certain. Administrator Ellingson said that even if
all of the perpetual care funds could be used for the project, there would be
approximately $95,000 additional funds needed for the project. Council Member
Lawrey said he would prefer to move forward and that the project would get paid
for one way or another.

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Karjala, to approve seeking quotes with a 60

day bid hold and completion date of June 2019 for the project, all in favor,
motion carried.

08/13/18 - pg 2



Michael Novitski, KLM Engineers, reported on the results of the inspection of the
water tower. He recommended the purchase of a mixer that would save money in
the long run. The cost would be $11,500. He also presented a ten year service
agreement. Mayor Foss said that the Council would like an outline of the timeline
and would take under consideration the information provided today.

Public Input: None
Reports by Departments:

Laura Ahlf, Greenwood Connections Administrator: Administrator Ahlf reviewed
the August 7, 2018 Greenwood Connections Board Meeting Minutes and
recommendations including payment of the July 2018 bills, June 2018 financial
report, accepted employee hire/termination/separated report, new Holiday
Compensation Guidelines Policy, Open House/Grand Opening of new
Transitional Care Unit-date not decided, building project update-hoping for a
September completion date and nurse consultant compliment on the facility.
Mayor Foss reported on a meeting with Laura, Dave Kicker, Frank and Gina
regarding possible hydrant locations. Frank will get in touch with Brian Hiles,
Ulteig engineer, to determine needs. There was discussion about having a joint
meeting with GWC board members and Council members to review change orders.
It was agreed to schedule a meeting and notify members of the date and time.

Motion by Ellingson, seconded by Lawrey, to approve the Greenwood
Connections August 7, 2018 Board meeting minutes and financials, as
presented, all in favor, motion carried.

Gina Ellingson, City Administrator: Administrator Ellingson reported the Liquor
Store site survey has been completed. Council member Ellingson voiced concerns
about the need to obtain feedback from patrons regarding changes they would like
to see. Mayor Foss felt the physical work needed to be done to update or change the
building in order to increase sales.

Also mentioned the dock and buoys have been removed for liability reasons. The
lifeguards have been terminated and discussion regarding lifeguard coverage next
year will be part of the budget planning process.

A question by Council Member Henstorf about the part-time police staff budget
and why the annual amount has already been exceeded was answered by Mayor
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Foss. He explained that it was necessary due to the large amount of time required
for an investigation earlier in the year.

Notices and Communications:
The Council reviewed the Wadena County Planning Commission Public Notice.

Unfinished Business: None

New Business:

Council reviewed a LMCIT Sample Cemetery Lot License Agreement. Staff
Member Pachel reported that using the term deed in the current agreement leads
people to believe they have ownership. This license agreement would replace the
former agreement.

Motion by Henstorf, seconded by Karjala, to adopt the Cemetery Lot License
Agreement as presented, all in favor, motion carried.

Reviewed Initiative Foundation Thriving Communities Grant Award for $5000.

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Henstorf, to approve Initiative Foundation
Thriving Communities Grant Award for $5000 as presented, all in favor,
motion carried.

Council reviewed Pay Equity notice of compliance-good for three years.

Discussed Board of Equalization Training. Statute requires at least one board
member to successfully complete the training once every four years. The training is
done online and is due February 1, 2019. Currently Mayor Foss has completed the
training but he recommends at least two council members complete the training.

In the event one trained member is not available, the Board of Review meeting
would not be held in the City, but at the County.

Reviewed SCDP polices and Plans including the Fair Housing Plan, SCDP Income
Reuse Plan, Certification of Drug-Free Workplace, Residential Antidisplacement
& Relocation Assistance Plan, Prohibition of Excessive Force Policy and SCDP
Section 3 Plan.
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Motion by Karjala, seconded by Ellingson, to approve SCDP Policies and
Plans as presented, all in favor, motion carried.

Resolution 2018-13 Designating Authorized Signatures for Check Signing
Privileges and Access to City Safety Deposit Boxes, was reviewed by Council.
The following have authorization for signature privileges: Patrick Foss, Craig
Lawrey, Gina Ellingson and Alvina Kytta.

Motion by Henstorf, seconded by Lawrey, to approve Resolution 2018-13
Designating Authorized Signatures for Check Signing Privileges and Access to
City Safety Deposit Boxes, as presented, all in favor, motion carried.

Jensine Kurtti commented that townships often levy for cemeteries and that the
City could/ explore the possibility of receiving funds for the expansion project
from townships and other organizations in the area.

Motion by Lawrey, seconded by Karjala to approve the prepayment of bills
and payment of payables as presented, all in favor, motion carried.

Motion by Henstorf, seconded by Karjala to adjourn the meeting at 9:58 p.m.,
all in favor, motion carried.

Gina Ellingson, City Administrator Patrick Foss, Mayor
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