City of Menahga
Regular City Council Minutes
June 12, 2023

1. Call to Order

The Menahga City Council held their Regular Monthly Meeting on
Monday June 12, 2023.

Mayor Elizabeth Olson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

2. Roll Call
Comprising a quorum of the council, the following members were present:
Mayor Elizabeth Olson Mike Netland Dan Warmbold
Jody Bjornson Durwin Tomperi

City Office Staff present: City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer Lacey Erickson
and Administrative Assistant Jensine Kurtti

3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of Agenda

Additions to Agenda under 10. New Business: ¢. Boat Ramp Issues; r. Chloride
Treatment and Mosquito Treatment; and s. Staff Training.

Main Motion: To approve the agenda as amended with the additions to 10.
New Business: 10.q. - Boat Ramp Issues; 10.r. - Chloride
Treatment and Mosquito Treatment; and 10.s.- Staff Training.

Moved by: | Biornson

Seconded: Tomperi

Action: | Motion carried by a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: | Olson, Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Bjornson
Opposed: | None

5. Communication Appearance Request —
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a. Julia Kicker

Julia Kicker came before the City Council inquiring about the Learning Center.
Kicker stated that she may have an interest in either renting or purchasing the
building for a daycare facility. The City will research the issue.

6. Public Forum and Correspondence

a. Brian Erickson — Boat Ramp
Resident Brian Erickson came before the Council voicing concerns over the Spirit
Lake Boat Ramp. He and others use the ramp on a regular basis for getting their
boat on the lake, and expressed his concern that when he used it recently that
he hit boulders that had been placed next to the ramp. He inquired as to why
boulders were used as he and others had experienced damage to their boats.

b. Tim Ellingson — Misc. Ordinance Issues
Tim Ellingson voiced his concern over several issues he felt the Council should
address and provided a list which included City Ordinances changes such as
parking, police response time of 15 minutes, ATV updating, and enforcement
issues.

7. Consent Agenda
Minutes to Approve:
a. May 8, 2023 — Regular Meeting
Netland requested that the Minutes be corrected to state that during the procedure for
the City Planter decision, Mayor Olson declared a Conflict of Interest and withdrew from
the discussion and vote due to Olson’s business Greener Tomorrows providing a bid for

the service. Acting Mayor Tomperi thereafter led the discussion and vote.

Main Motion: To approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of May 8, 2023, as
corrected.

Moved by: | Warmbold

Seconded by: | Netland

Action: ' Motion carried by a 4-0 voice vote, Olson Abstaining
In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Bjornson

Opposed: ' None

b. May 22, 2023—- Work Session/Special Meeting

Netland requested the Minutes be corrected to identify that the Planning and Zoning is a
Commission, and not a Committee. He also asked for clarification on whether it was Police
donations or grants that Police Chief Lane was reporting on. The Council did clarify that
it was donations she was seeking to obtain.
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Main Motion: To approve the Work Session/Special Meeting Minutes of May
22, 2023 as corrected.

Moved by: | Bjornson

Seconded | Tomperi

Action: ' Motion carried by a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Olson, Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Bjornson

Opposed: | None

8. Public Hearings — None

9. Acknowledgment/Motion of receipt of board/commission minutes.

a. Greenwood Connections Board Minutes and Report.
Administrator Laura Ahlf presented her monthly report to the council. The
resident total today was 53 with an occupancy rate of 81.5%. Ahlf gave
information on their updated credit card policy. The GWC Property Insurance
renewal was only $113 higher than 2022, wind and hail deductible went from
$5000 to $25,000 per building (max. $75,000). Discussed landscaping bids
between Youngbauer's and Greener Tomorrows. Mike Netland remarked that
operation costs were lower, and revenues were higher. A very profitable bottom
line. Discussed pharmacy change from Seip to Thrifty White for GWC, Assisted
Living was not changed.

Main Motion: To approve the GWC Administrator Report and Financial Report.
Moved by: | Warmbold |
Seconded | Bjornson
Action: ' Motion carried by a 5-0 voice vote
In favor: Olson, Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Bjornson
Opposed: | None

b. Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes — Informational Only

10. New Business
a. Resolution 2023-16 Accepting Donation
Mayor Olson thanked the VFW for their generous donation of $2,000.

Main Motion: To adopt Resolution # 2023-16 accepting $2,000 from the
VFW Post #6206 for the Hooked-on Fishing program.
Moved by: | Netland
Seconded | Warmbold
Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote
In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: 'None.
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b. Resolution 2023-17 Accepting Donation
The Wolf Pack Baseball Club donated $1,500 to the Hooked-on Fishing program.
The Council thanked the Wolf Pack Baseball Club for their donation.

Main Motion: To adopt Resolution #2023-17 accepting $1,500 from
the Wolf Pack Baseball Club to the Hooked-on Fishing
Program.

Moved by: | Tomperi

Seconded Bjornson

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson

Opposed: | None.

c. Resolution 2023-18 Accepting Donation of Flag
The Council thanked the VFW Post #6206 for the donation of a flag.

Main Motion: To adopt Resolution #2023-18 accepting the donation of
an American Flag from VFW Post #6206, to be flown at
City Hall.

Moved by: | Warmbold
Seconded | Bjornson

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote
In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None.

d. Resolution 2023-19 Adoption of the 2023 Comprehensive Plan

Jensine Kurtti gave a presentation on the 2023 Updated Comprehensive Plan.
She outlined the process that the P&Z Commission had followed in updating
the plan and gave an overview on the content of the plan. The item was tabled
and will be brought forward at the June 26, 2023, meeting. Some on the
Council had not received a hard copy of the Plan.

e. Resolution 2023-20 Adoption of Menahga Nuisance Ordinance
#90.01 through 92.43.

Jensine Kurtti outlined the process of updating the Nuisance Ordinance. Jake
Huebsch from Sourcewell and Kurtti had met and drafted a copy of a proposed
Ordinance. It then went through the review process with the P&Z Commission
and, after holding a Public Hearing on June 8, 2023, the P&Z Commission
forwarded it to the City Council. The recommendation was to a repeal and
replace the Menahga Nuisance Ordinance 90.01 through 92.43.
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Main Motion: To adopt Resolution #2023-20 adopting the Nuisance

Ordinance #90.01 through 92.43 which will Repeal and
Replace the current Ordinance 90.01 through 92.43.

Moved by: | Netland |

Seconded | Bjornson

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: ' Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson

Opposed: None.

f. Resolution 2023-21 Adopting the Enforcement and General Penalty
Section #10.98 thru 10.99.

Jensine Kurtti outlined the process of updating the Enforcement and General
Penalty Ordinance Section #10.98 through 10.99. Jake Huebsch from Sourcewel
and Kurtti had met and drafted a copy of a proposed Ordinance. Through the
review process with the P&Z Commission and after holding a Public Hearing on
June 8, 2023, the P&Z Commission forwarded it to the City Council. The
recommendation was to a repeal and replace the Enforcement and General
Penalty Section #10.98 through #10.99. Once the two Ordinances (Nuisance
Ordinance and Enforcement and General Penalty Ordinance) are adopted and the
fee schedule established, the City will be able to issue Administrative Citations
once reviewed and approved by the State of Minnesota. (On the Resolution, add
on page 3 and page 5, the proper name — Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer).

Main Motion: To adopt Resolution # 2023-21 which will Repeal and
Replace the current Ordinance #10.98 through #10.99.
Moved by: | Netland |
Seconded | Tomperi |
Action: ' Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote .
In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None.

g. Resolution 2023- 22 Amend City Fee Schedule
The fee schedule needed to be updated to allow the City Police Dept. to issue
Administrative Citations for nuisance violations and charge a fee.

Main Motion: To adopt Resolution #2023-22, amending the City Fee
Schedule adding Public Nuisance Citation to the
Administrative Citations Section, with a fee of $75 per
citation/per day of non-compliance per State Statute.

Moved by: | Biornson

Seconded Warmbold

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: None.

City of Menahga, Minnesota June 12, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes
Approved: July 10, 2023 Page 5 of 12



h. Resolution 2023-23 Accepting Donation
Blueberry Township would like to donate $1,000 to the City of Menahga to be
used for the upkeep of the Menahga Cemetery. The Council thanked Blueberry
Township for their donation.

Main Motion: To adopt Resolution #2023-23 accepting the donation of

$1,000 from Blueberry Township for the upkeep of the
Menahga Cemetery.

Moved by: | Tomperi

Seconded | Bjornson

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson

Opposed: None.

i. None

j- City Website Renewal
The City’s website will be expiring 6/30/23 Deputy Clerk Dustyne Hewitt has
been in contact with Catalis (formerly GovOffice) for the renewal platform. The
cost will be $660 for the period of time of 07/01/23 to 06/30/24. Hewitt had
checked with another company, but it was cost prohibitive.

Main Motion: To approve the renewal of the Catalis platform for the
period of 7/1/23 to 6/30/24 at a cost of $660.
Moved by: | Biornson
Seconded | Tomperi
Action: ' Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote
In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: None.

Netland requested that the City of Menahga’s web page be updated to include
all Department Head contact names, phone numbers and new e-mail addresses
“@cityofmenahga.com”, i.e., Fire Department and P & Z, since some still had
the old “@wcta.net” email addresses. He also indicated that the campground
rates weren't readily available on the website and, to make sure that all of Ralph
Cox'’s contact information was included as well.

k. Approval of Yearly Evaluation of GWC Administrator
Greenwood Connections (GWC) Administrator Laura Ahlf's yearly
evaluation/performance review is coming up. The Council Members were given
Evaluation forms and information that can be used for the performance review.

City of Menahga, Minnesota ‘June 12, 2023 Regular Meeting Minutes
Approved: July 10, 2023 Page 6 of 12



Main Motion: To approve the completion of an evaluation of the GWC
Administrator Laura Ahlf by the City Council. The
Evaluation forms to be returned to Mayor Olson by June
16, 2023 at 4 pm, to compile the data.

Moved by: | Warmbold |

Seconded | Tomperi

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson

Opposed: None.

. Approval of Evaluation of City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer
The City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer Lacey Erickson was promoted to this
position on 01/31/23. Her previous position was the Deputy Clerk, which the
move to City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer was scheduled for a 6-month
probationary period evaluation, which will end on 7/31/23. Erickson has had
several meetings with the Personnel Representatives and other office staff
during her probationary period, in which areas of concern were addressed and
duties were shifted to others to ease her workload. As it is getting close to the
6-month timeframe, an Evaluation will be completed by the City Council.
Evaluation forms will be given to the City Council, Consultant Betty Thomsen
and Administrative Assistant Jensine Kurtti for their input.

Main Motion: To approve the completion of an Evaluation for the City
Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer Lacey Erickson by the City
Council. The Evaluation forms to be given to the Council,
as well as Thomsen and Kurtti. The completed forms
must be returned or e-mailed to Mayor Olson by June 16,
2023 at 4 pm, to compile the data.

Moved by: | Tomperi

Seconded | Bjornson

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson

Opposed: None.

m. Approval of Evaluation of Deputy Clerk
The City Deputy Clerk Dustyne Hewitt was promoted to this position on
01/31/23. Her previous position was Administrative Secretary. The move to City
Deputy Clerk meant that she had a 6-month probationary period which will end
on 7/31/23. As it is getting close to the 6-month timeframe, an Evaluation will
be completed by the City Council. Evaluation forms will be given to the City
Council, former Deputy Clerk/Trainer Alvina Kytta, Consultant Betty Thomsen,
and Administrative Assistant Jensine Kurtti for their input.
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Main Motion: To approve the completion of an evaluation for the City
Deputy Clerk Dustyne Hewitt by the City Council. The
evaluation forms to be provided to the Council, as well as
Kytta, Thomsen, and Kurtti. The completed forms must
be returned or e-mailed to Mayor Olson by June 16, 2023
at 4 pm, to compile the data.

Moved by: | Warmbold

Seconded | Tomperi

Action: ' Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None.

n. Approval of City Department Head Evaluations
The 6-month probationary period is approaching or due for Department Heads -
Police Chief Amy Lane and Liquor Store Manager Heather Shepersky. Evaluation
forms to be given to the City Council, Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer, Consultant
Betty Thomsen, and Administrative Assistant Jensine Kurtti for their input.

Main Motion: To approve the completion of an Evaluation of each
Department Head to include Police Chief Amy Lane and
Liquor Store Manager Heather Shepersky by the City
Council. The evaluation forms to be provided to the
Council, and include Thomsen and Kurtti. The completed
forms must be returned or e-mailed to Mayor Olson by
June 16, 2023, at 4 pm, to compile the data.

Moved by: | Tomperi

Seconded | Bjornson

Action: ' Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: | Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None.

o. Deferred Assessment Discussion
Jensine Kurtti gave an overview of properties with deferred special assessments
that was discovered while she was checking on another assessment issue.
These deferred assessments were on several parcels of land that had been tax-
forfeited, and later sold by Wadena County at public auction. The buyers of
these parcels were aware of the assessments as they were disclosed on the
auction information sheets. At the time of transfer, the City of Menahga should
have contacted the county and reactivated the deferred assessments, but this
was not done at the time of transfer. The city would like to reactivate these
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deferred assessments on July 1, 2023. Letters will be sent to all parties involved
and explain the reactivation procedure and deadlines. Any amount not paid to
the City by July 1, 2023, will be sent to Wadena County and be payable in
installments through their real estate taxes beginning in 2024.

Main Motion: To reactivate the deferred assessments on July 1, 2023,
and send letters to the property owners.

Moved by: | Netland

Seconded | Bjornson

Action:  Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None.

One of the deferred assessments on the list was to the City of Menahga from
1996. This was for a sewer grinder for the pump station, the deferred
assessment amount was $7,165.58. It was suggested that the city make a
transfer from its Sewer Fund to the Debt Service Fund, and have it removed
from the deferred assessment list with the county.

Main Motion: To approve payment of the deferred special assessment
from the Sewer Fund to the Debt Service Fund in the
amount of $7,165.58.

Moved by: | Bjornson

Seconded | Tomperi

Action: | Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: ' Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None.

p. Juneteenth Holiday
The City had just received a notice that the Minnesota Legislature had recently
made June 19t (Juneteenth) a State Holiday which will take effect in 2023,
rather than 2024. For the City to stay compliant, they were given several
options. The options were presented, and it was decided that it would be an
unpaid holiday and allow employees to use paid time off (PTO).

Main Motion: To approve Juneteenth as an unpaid holiday and allow
employees to use PTO.

Moved by: | Netland

Seconded | Tomperi

Action: ' Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None.

q. Boat Ramp Issue
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Public Works Director Ron Yliniemi noticed that the boat ramp to Spirit Lake had
a very deep drop off (3 feet or greater) at the end of the boat ramp. Yliniemi
discussed the matter with Lacey Erickson, and it was decided that if boulders
were placed at the end of the ramp, the lake bottom would stay in place and not
be blown out when loading and unloading boats who use a practice called
“power loading”. This practice is recognized and discouraged by the DNR as it is
responsible for boat ramp damage, boats, motors, trailers, and the lakebeds on
many DNR Public Accesses. The boulders were ordered and placed at the end of
the ramp, and as a result some boaters and their equipment sustained damage.
Yliniemi stated that no permit was needed from DNR to do maintenance on the
ramp. After council discussion, it was decided that the boulders needed to be
removed immediately and seek DNR advice as to how to fix the problem. It was
discussed that barricades should be placed temporarily until the boat ramp is
fixed. Yliniemi was directed to try and repair as soon as possible, so that the
boat ramp can be used.

Main Motion: To direct Yliniemi to place a temporary barricade at the
boat ramp for safety reasons and remove the boulders
and seek DNR advice on how to fix the problem.

Moved by: | Bjornson

Seconded | Tomperi

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: None.

r. Chloride Treatment and Mosquito Treatment Discussion
Netland reported that he was contacted by the Cottage House as to why
chloride was applied to roads and not the alleyways. Netland will bring the
subject up during the budget meetings.
Netland also inquired about the spraying for mosquitoes within the City and City
Park. He will bring the subject up at the Work Session on June 26™.

s. Staff Training Discussion
Bjornson inquired about how the training was going. He asked if Jensine Kurtti
was answering phones, so that Betty Thomsen could train Lacey and Alvina
could train Dustyne. Kurtti replied that she was willing to do so if she had a
workspace with a telephone. Thomsen remarked that there currently wasn't any
training taking place with Lacey Erickson.

11. Unfinished Business

a. Bike walk Path Striping Quote
Ron Yliniemi was directed to get quotes for the Bike/Walking Path Striping.
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Yliniemi had received two quotes: Sir Lines-a-Lot from Edina, MN for $2,150
and S@N Sealcoating and Cracksealing from Perham for $1,800.
Yliniemi stated that the streets will be swept before the striping is done.

Main Motion: To approve S@N Sealcoating and Cracksealing quote for
$1,800 to re-stripe the bike/walking lane and add
yellow lines and additional white dashing.

Moved by: | Netland
Seconded by: | Warmbold
Action: | Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote
In favor: | Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None

b. Water Tower Update
Chris Thorson of Ulteig Engineering was present and stated that Maguire
Iron would be back in one to two weeks to resume work on the water tower.
Jody Bjornson asked if the tower would be sandblasted, and Thorson said
that it would. Thorson also provided large paint samples of the colors that
were chosen for the water tower.

c. Liquor Store Sidewalk Quotes

The sidewalks at the Liquor Store have been cracked and broken for some
time, and it was a safety issue. At the Work Session Council Meeting Ralph
Cox was directed to check out the sidewalks. Cox stated that in his opinion,
the sidewalks should be replaced. Cox was directed to obtain quotes for
replacement. Two quotes were received: Maxx Concrete from Menahga for
$8,000 and Black Diamond Concrete from Menahga for $10,415. The details
of the quotes were discussed with comments if it could be done before the
C&C Midsummer Celebration.

Main Motion: To approve Maxx Concrete to remove and replace the
sidewalks at the Liquor Store for $8,000.
Moved by: | Netland
Seconded by: | Bjornson
Action: | Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote
In favor: | Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None

12. Consideration of Bills

Netland questioned the fact that several bills showed late fees and penalties and
asked how that happened? Lacey Erickson stated the fees and penalties on the
Wadena County tax payment was that the bill was not filed in the account
payable folder and had been overlooked. Olson questioned why the City had paid
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sales tax of over $130 on the Safety Sign invoice. The Ferguson bill was
questioned, and Public Works Director Ron Yliniemi stated the purchase was
approved last winter, but the item had just been received. Credit Card fees for
the Liquor Store were discussed and Netland felt that the fees should be passed
on to the customer. The Liquor Stores Point-of Sale system is old and would
have to be replaced to accommodate that process. Credit card limits and
usernames needed to be updated to reflect the current employees.

Batch #POSTMASTER - $286.08
Batch #060123PAY - $8,543.74
Batch #053123EFTPAY - $44,825.87
Batch #060123PAY - $63,501.44
Batch #061223PAY1 - $44,320.00

Panocw

Main Motion: To approve consideration of bills: Batch #POSTMASTER —
$286.08; Batch #053123EFT- $44,825.87; Batch #060123PAY
- $8,543.74; Batch #061223PAY - $63,501.44; and Batch #
061223PAY1 - $44,320.00 for a total amount of $161,477.13.

Moved by: | Netland

Seconded | Bjornson

Action: Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote

In favor: Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: None.

13. Adjournment

Main Motion: To adjourn at 8:16 pm.
Moved by: | Netland
Seconded by: | Warmbold
Action: | Motion carried on a 5-0 voice vote
In favor: | Tomperi, Warmbold, Netland, Olson, Bjornson
Opposed: | None
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